Week 9, Term 4 2021

From the Principal’s Desk

Our school is a truly wonderful place. In my three years as
Principal at Lakelands we have continued to grow in so
many ways and now we are busier than ever. That being
said, we will never abandon our principles of genuinely
caring for our students, we will never be too busy to not
notice the individual and we will always strive to empower
every child to reach their full potential every day.
I would like to acknowledge all the hard-working Teachers
Education Assistants, Librarian, Cleaners and Gardener.
We have had work with all our students. I am blessed with
committed, dedicated, unified staff that inspires growth in
our students while working together with the common
goal of the student’s best interest in mind. Next year we
say good bye to Mr Cameron Hendy who is going to
Geraldton SHS, Miss Kelly Cure who is going to Oakwood
and we say thank you to Mrs Hemley, Mrs McPherson, Mr
Luke Walker, Mrs Tanya Hancock, Mr David Smith and Mrs
Ashleigh Milburn Thomas for their assistance in teaching
our students this year.
I would like to acknowledge the leadership team of Mrs
Marnie Hamilton, Mr Adam McDowell, Mrs Kwarn Mac,
Mrs Janine Muir and Ms L’Ticia Howes and the front office
ladies Justine Walker, Mrs Natalie Thompson and Mrs Áine
Heslop for all their work and support this year. We are a
fantastic team in the front office, we have lots of fun and
get the job done. I sincerely thank them for all their work.
To our P&C, to the core group who put in hours of hard
work, dedication and fundraising efforts you have all been
fantastic. Congratulations to Emma-Lee Whybrow the
President and her team, I thank them all very much and
encourage other parents to get involved whenever you
can.
Our School Board continued to actively monitor the
strategic direction of the school. This year the board has
participated in a school review, overseen the first two

years of our Business Plan and continue to support the
strategic direction of our school. I would like to thank
Megan Cleary our board chair for all her efforts in running
a successful board this year.
Parents we are grateful for your ongoing support. Thank
you for trusting that we are genuinely doing the very best
we can for every 720 students in our school. I encourage
you to acknowledge the staff when you can. They work
really hard for the children of Lakelands.

Double Reds Resilience Award
At our assembly last week, we had a special presentation
made to a Year 6 student Jacob in recognition of his high
degree of resilience
during the school
year. I’d like to thank
he Honorable Andrew
Hastie MP for the
opportunity to award
the Double Reds
Resilience Award to
Jacob.
The award
takes its name from
the insignia of the 2/2
Commando Squadron
who fought in the face of overwhelming odds during the
Second World War. Jacob is always prepared and ready to
go and has shown courage this year in forcing himself out
of his comfort zone. He has been a beacon of resilience
both in and out of the classroom and his determination to
succeed this year was commendable. Congratulations
Jacob.

Year 6 Graduation
On Wednesday 15 December we will hold our Year 6
graduation, a chance to say goodbye and good luck for the
future.
What a great year the Year 6 students have had! I really
feel that this year our graduating students are one of the
best equipped to leave this primary school than any other
year. Many of them have been very brave this year and
accomplished achievements they may have thought they
would have never done. The Year 6 cohort have grown
along with the school with some 35 students being
recognised as foundation Kindy students back in 2014.
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Dandjoo Kaadidjan Moort – Gathering Together
and Learning with Family
This year Mrs Msarnie Hamilton and Mrs Burrage worked
together with our Aboriginal families to see what they
would like in our school and a staff T-shirt was one idea

At our assembly last week, we announced our 2022
Student Councillors. Congratulations on your election to
the student council goes to Campbell, Sydney, Ruby,
Brayden, Shaylah and Sarah. We are looking forward to
your leadership next year.

2022 Faction Captains
Congratulations to Jaxon,
Amber, TeRawwhiti, Miley,
Savannah, Billy-James,
Oliver and Lakayla for their
election as faction captains
next year. I know Miss
Fernandes is looking forward
to your support and
leadership next year.

they thought would be good. On the shirts there is
Noongar words that link us together. Aboriginal families
were asked to submit words they thought would be
suitable. The Noongar words 'Dandjoo Kaadidjan Moort'
translate to mean 'Gathering together and learning with
family'. Local elder George Walley took the suggested
words we had received and has put them together in a
phrase rather than us just having one word. As you can
see staff have embraced the project and we all wore the
shirts for the first time on 1 December.

2022 Student Council Elections
A
special
thank you to
our student
leadership
group, our
councillors
and
class
reps of 2021
They have
had a strong
voice that is
heard
at
Lakelands, they have provided student perspective on
processes and procedures we have acknowledged and
where appropriate acted upon. The 2021 student
leadership group have enjoyed many opportunities to
share their views and make a difference in our school.

Are you leaving Lakelands PS in 2022?
Planning for 2022 is under way and it would be extremely
helpful if you could let us know if you are not attending
Lakelands PS in 2022. Please let the front office know via
email as soon as you know. This information would assist
us in making decisions about staffing and classroom
numbers. Lakelands.PS@education.wa.edu.au

Semester 2 Student Reports
To ensure you receive your child’s Semester 2 report the
school requires your current email address. You can
update your contact details through the front office or via
email. Reports will be sent out next week. When you
receive your child’s, report don’t forget to save the
document on your computer so you are able to refer to it
for high school applications should the need arise. The
reporting link only lasts for two weeks, after that the
report cannot be accessed.

Come for a visit
We will open classrooms from 2:00pm to 2:40pm on Friday
28 January 2022. This will give you a chance to meet the
classroom teacher and look around your child’s classroom.
Please bring your child’s school supplies at this time to
help ease the morning routine on your child’s first day of
school on Monday 31 January 2022.
We wish all our families a Happy & Safe Holiday.

Week 9, Term 4 2021

School Board
Bradden Mitchell
Principal

Animals on School Grounds
Animals, including pets, are not allowed on school grounds
unless they are a part of a school event, or are authorised
assistance animals.

Well, we have come to the end of the year already! Four
Board meetings, two social events, one educational session
and the School review!
I would like to thank all the board members for their
commitment and contributions throughout this busy year.
Our next meeting is on March 14 at 6:00pm. Have a safe
and wonderful Christmas and New Year. See you all in
2022.

Voluntary Contributions
Megan Cleary
Board Chair
megancleary2018@hotmail.com

Community Walk
On Thursday 2 December the Pre-primary students took
part in a Community Walk.
They visited Lakelands Library, Coles Lakelands and posted

a letter in the Australia Post mailbox.
Thank you to Amit and staff at Coles Lakelands for the
tour, and Lorraine and staff at Lakelands Library for
reading a story for us.
Special thanks to all the Parent Helpers who came along
with us too.
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Kindy Orientation
This Term we had our Kindergarten Orientation sessions, it
was exciting welcoming our new families, the children had
a wonderful time getting a taste of what is to come for
2022.
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