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Dear Parents and Caregivers 
 

From the Principal’s Desk  
Hi Everyone, 
Welcome to 
the 2017 
school year 

at Lakelands, which is set 
to be an exciting and 
inspiring year of learning 
events. I hope everyone had a refreshing Christmas 
holiday with the family and ready to make this an 
outstanding year. We welcomed our new teaching 
staff at the beginning of the year and enjoyed two 
vigourous school development days preparing and 
planning for a successful year ahead. This culminated 
in a well attended parent, student afternoon and an 
opportunity to meet teachers before the start of term. 
Since then I have been extremely impressed with how 
students have settled into the classrooms already 
demonstarting our school values of: respect, 

cooperation, responsibility, 
leadership and courage. This year 
our priority focus is reading, writing, 
numeracy, STEM and wellbeing. 
This is clearly targeted in our 2017-
2020 Business Plan and parents are 

essential in working as partners to ensure 
improvement and success in these priorities. Week 8 
will be Parent interview week, which is a great 
opportunity to gauge your child’s progress and 
determine ways you can support in maximising their 
learning at home. We look forward to an exciting year. 
Do not forget you can always stay up to date with all 
the latest information and events via our website 
Lakelands.PS@education.wa.edu.au , MessageU and 
the P&C Facebook site 
https://www.facebook.com/groups/1477892799091
841/.  
 
Newsletters 
Newsletters will now be emailed in weeks 3, 6 and 9 of 
every term….so make sure you check your inbox for all 
the happenings, events and celebrations at Lakelands. 
The newsletter will also be available from the school 
website and P&C Facebook link.   
 

Concerns over Split Class/Composite 
Structures 
Some parents have expressed concerns over their 
children being in a split or composite classroom. This is 
commonly dealt with at the beginning of the year as 
classes start, but in time students settle in with their 
new classmates and benefit from leading as an older  

 
student or being modelled to by older students. There 
is no evidence to suggest split classes negatively affect 
learning and is a structure that teachers manage 
successfully in catering for all student learning needs. 
Below is some helpful information, however if you 
would like to discuss it further consult your teacher or 
if you are still concerned arrange an appontment with 
administration staff. 
 

Why create split classes? 

Composite classes are formed when the student 
population on for the year level is greater than the 
designated class size.  (K=20; PP = 25/27; Yr1-3 = 24 
and Yr4-6 = 32). Composite classes have been the 
source of much anxiety for parents who 
understandably sense their child will be potentially 
disadvantaged in some way by being in one.  Parents 
should speak with the teacher, though also be 
confident than teachers cater for all individual needs.   
Lakelands has a ‘no surprises’ approach to reporting to 
parents.  You will have the opportunity in term one to 
discuss your child’s progress with their teacher. 
 

How is it decided which students to place in split 
classes? 

In years gone by composite classes were formed by 
placing talented students in the lower grade level with 
lower achievers in the higher grade.  This concept has 
long been abandoned.  All classes are formed by 
teachers and school leaders sitting and placing 
students with a range of information available.  We 
seek to create classes so that every student is placed 
with every other student in the year level over the life 
of their primary schooling.  Other considerations are 
(but not restricted to) academic and social 
development and ability to work independently.   
Parent requests based on educational reasons are 
considered by the Principal. 
 

Will the teacher teach the entire curriculum for 
both years? 

The nature of the Australian Curriculum that we teach 
allows teachers to plan for individual, group and whole 
class activities suited to their stage of development.  
Just as children are born at different times of the year, 
walk and talk at different times, so they learn at 
different rates.  Teachers are well used to catering for 
different learning styles and various learning rates. 
Classes, including composite classes, are established 
with the full range of student ability. 
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How can I support my child? 

Children in composite classes have nothing to fear but 
plenty to enjoy.  They make broader friendship groups 
and get to work with students across 2 grades.  They 
develop additional skills like an increased ability to 
work independently. 
 

Do I need to be concerned about this? 

At Lakelands year level teachers meet in their teams 
during the term and work collaboratively to plan their 
students learning.  Teachers plan together, develop 
assessment tasks and review student achievement 
across the year levels.  You’ll often see students from 
different classes working together on lessons 
particularly in Literacy and Numeracy blocks.   
 
Like all classes we review the performance of students 
as individuals, groups and whole classes to maximise 
the student achievement levels of all.  Regardless of 
straight or composite classes all Lakelands students 
will be well catered for here. You will have an 
opportunity to speak further with teachers about this 
during parent interviews scheduled for week 8 this 
term. 
 
Thank you for your understanding and ongoing 
partnership in your child’s learning development. 
Below is a link to an article from the Sydney Herald 
addressing the topic:  
http://www.smh.com.au/national/education/many
-parents-dislike-composite-classes-but-the-
evidence-does-not-support-their-anxiety-
20150413-1mk4g9.html 
 
School Board and P&C 
It was great to work with both the School Board and 
P&C last week to plan for the year ahead. There is a 
real excitement in the air with key events inside and 
outside of school. More information about the P&C is 
in the last section of the newsletter and we would love 
your support. 

Student Council Elections 
Year 6 nominees for student council 
presented their speeches last Friday 
and I was really pleased with the effort 
and responsibility everyone committed 
to the speeches. Both Year 5 and 6 
were able to vote and our new student 
councilors will be announced within 
the next fortnight. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
Nature Play Garden 
Harvest 
The nature play garden had 
its first harvest last week 
and students even had the 
chance to sample some of 
the produce including 
basil, cherry tomatoes and 
corn. The nature play zone 
has been an excellent initiative coordinated by the 
NQS team with business support from Bunnings and 
Yates. 

 
Lakelands Legend Benches are here 

Thanks again to Bunnings, Mrs Muir and the NQS team 
we now have 2 buddy benches in 
the school to support new 
students, encourage friendships 
and decorate the school. Look out 
for the purple benches and feel 
free to have a try……you may make 
a new friend.  
 

Parent Survey 
It is that important time again when our parent 
community is called upon to provide feedback on our 
school to ensure we maintain our reputation as a good 
school that always seeks to improve. You can access 
the 5 minute survey via the link below: 
https://www.schoolsurvey.edu.au/s/t6aMVD6x 
The survey period has been extended until Friday 3 
March, which will be your last chance to contribute. 
Your support in this project is greatly appreciated. 
 

Managing children’s uniform 
On occasion children lose or misplace their uniform or 
pick up someone else’s clothes, particularly hats and 
jumpers as these are taken on and off frequently.  We 
know this isn’t deliberate but because the uniforms all 
look the same it’s easy to pick up the wrong item.  
With this in mind we ask parents to please make sure 
you clearly label your children’s clothing.  Also can we 
ask parents to frequently check the name labels in 
your children’s clothes to make sure they have bought 
home the right items.  If you find an item marked with 
someone else’s name, please return it to school and 
we’ll find the owner.    Many thanks. 
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Complaints Management 
While we do our very best to ensure we provide a 
great service for yourselves and your children, we 
understand, that on occasion, you may have cause to 
complain or raise an issue with us that requires 
attention.  To help with this we have created a 
complaints management policy and this has been 
included onto our website.   Our complaints 
management brochure is called “Talking with my 
School”, just click on the “Information” tab and the 
brochure can be found under “Forms and Policies”. 

 
Gates Open and Closing time  

 
Please note our school is a 
lock down school.  This 
means we must open and 
close our gates at designated 
times.  Please note the 
following: 
 

 Children are not to arrive at school before 
8:20am 

 Our gates will be open from 8:20am 

 We will begin closing gates at 8:45am and all 
will be closed by 9am.  If children arrive after 
9am please enter through the front office and 
collect a late note.  

 Gates will be open at 2:30pm for student 
collection.  

 
 
Cool Lunches 
The health and hygiene of our students is in good 
hands.  Between the lunches that parents provide, our 
great canteen and our Crunch and Sip program, our 
children’s needs are well catered for.  However to 
make sure keep our children’s food is safe, could 
parents please make sure they provide an ice-brick or 
frozen water bottle to keep the children’s lunch fresh.  
Many parents probably do this already but if not, it’s 
just another way to keep our kids healthy and safe.   
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Ripper Writers, Readers & Maths Champs   
‘Ripper Writers’ is back and I have already seen some 
ripper students from TB 2.2 who completed excellent 
book titles and blurbs.  

 
Tamsin, Jake, Erin, Taj and Zhak from TB 2.2 

 

 
Calendar  
This term’s calendar is now available on the school 
website. 
 

Parking  
As you would know, here at Lakelands, we experience 
parking issues just like any other school. Already we 
have had the rangers patrol our streets to make sure 
we all follow the road rules.  We ask that you have 
patience finding a parking space and consider drop 
times that are less busy.  Thank you for your 
assistance. 

 
Attendance 
We understand that a student may be kept at home by 
parents if he/she is ill or have serious family issues.   If 
your child is absent, parents can advise us of the 
absence by: 

1. Calling the school on 9584 2601 
2. Emailing their child’s name, class and absence 

reason to 
Lakelands.PS@education.wa.edu.au 

3. Providing a written note on his/her return to 
school explaining the absence.   

 
 
 
 
 
 
In-Term Absences  
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Parents are asked to inform me (Mr Peletier), in 
writing (via a letter or email) if you are taking your 
child out of school for a vacation or other leave (eg to 
attend a family celebration interstate) during the 
school term.  Department policy states that any such 
absences must be authorised by the Principal in order 
to be recorded as “reasonable” in our attendance 
database.  Absences that are not authorised by the 
Principal will be recorded as “unauthorised” which can 
affect a student’s attendance record. Parents please 
note that I do not approve your leave; my 
authorisation just determines how we record this in 
our attendance system.  Please note that absences for 
birthdays, shopping are ‘unreasonable’ explanations 
for absences and will be recorded as such. 

 
Vacation 
Family holidays are encouraged to be taken during the 
school holidays and not during school terms.  When 
your child is absent from school on family vacation, 
without notification, this is recorded as an 
unacceptable reason.  Parents must write a letter 
addressed to the Principal and hand this letter to the 
office.  The Principal will read the letter and decide on 
whether to authorise the reason.  The absence will 
then be recorded as reasonable or unreasonable on 
our attendance data base. 

 
Playground Equipment 
Our playground equipment is a real feature of our 
school and at recess and lunch the children love 
playing on it.  However, our duty of care means that 
students can only play on this while a teacher is 
supervising.  This means that children cannot play on 
this equipment before or after school as there is no 
teacher supervision.  We have reminded the children 
of this and also ask parents to support us by 
reinforcing this message with your children.  Thank 
you.  

 
School Values 
Late last year we commenced a consultative program 
to create set of school values which will provide the 
blueprint for the way we all conduct ourselves at 
Lakelands.  This will support our recently announced 
vision of “Inspiring Growth”.  Our consultation 
processes has involved staff and parents and 
ultimately our School Board.  After much discussion we 
have agreed on a set of values which are outlined 
below. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
1. Leadership 

All staff, students and parents are expected to 
lead by example, model appropriate 
behaviour and work to the best of their ability 

2. Courage 
We have the courage to stand up for what is 
right and we have the confidence to make 
positive choices and decisions. 

3. Responsibility 
We are enthusiastic about learning and strive 
to achieve our potential.  We set goals and 
persevere to achieve these and we accept our 
responsibility to behave in a way that not only 
supports our learning, but also those around 
us. 

4. Respect 
We respect ourselves and others, regardless 
of our origins, beliefs or physical differences.  
We respect our environment and will work to 
ensure its long term sustainability. We value 
mate ship and always show good sportsman-
like behaviour. 

5. Co-operation 
We enjoy working with others and work to 
build positive relationships.  We are always 
willing to have a go and we encourage others 
to participate. 

 
 

Values Wrist Bands 
The Lakelands Legend Values 
program is already an acclaimed 
feature of our school, with 
students being acknowledged for 
demonstrating leadership, 
courage, organisation, 
responsibility and respect at 
block assemblies every Friday. Students who have 
consistently demonstrated these values receive wrist 
bands, which you may have seen appear on students 
across the school last year. Students celebrate these 
values in preparation for challenges ahead and is a way 
we help develop the whole child academically, 
physically, socially and emotionally. Wrist bands will be 
awarded during assemblies. 

 
 
Regards 
 
James Peletier 
Principal 
0491 218 717 

 
 
Voluntary Contributions 
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Each year Voluntary Contributions and Charges are 
sent home to families advising how much they will be 
for the following school year.  Voluntary Contributions 
is an important income stream for Lakelands Primary 
School.  It enables us to buy more resources for your 
children to use in class.  The following are examples of 
resources that the school would like to purchase: 
More home reading books for Junior Primary, years 
PP-2 
Reading book sets for years 3-6 
Speech resources for Kindergarten students 
Maths resources for all years ie clocks to learn the 
time, money to learn cost and values, balance scales 
and measuring equipment to learn how to weigh and 
measure. 
 
Weekly the Voluntary Contributions only cost $1.03 
(including a 10% discount) if paid first term.  It would 
cost $1.15 per week from Term 2 onwards without 
10% discount.  
 
At present our income for Voluntary Contributions 
received for 2017 is a very low $4,320 against a 
possible income of $46,020.  If you are able please pay 
the Voluntary Contributions to help your children. 
 

 
Crunch&Sip 

 To support the promotion of Healthy Eating Habits 
within our classroom during 2017, classroom teachers 
will continue to allocate a time during each day for a 
Crunch&Sip® break.  To our new families, Crunch&Sip® 
is a set time in the classroom for students to crunch on 
some fruit or salad vegetables; and to sip water 
throughout the day. To help your child participate in  
 
 
 
Crunch&Sip® please provide a clean bottle of water 
and a small piece of fruit or vegetable that you child 

can eat independently. Other drinks or food are not 
permitted during Crunch&Sip® time.  
Go to http://www.crunchandsip.com.au/  for 
additional information.  

 
Music a Hit in 2017 

Students are already loving Mrs Lewis Music Program 
which started this year. This aspect of the Art 
curriculum ties in strongly with numeracy and literacy, 
while being fun learning about and playing 
instruments. The school choir is also preparing their 
song and it is sounding amazing- so look out for our 
performers this year.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
P & C Watch 
ALL PARENTS WANTED!! Welcome back everyone. As 
we start off another year the P&C goes back to zip and 
we rebuild again. You will receive a flyer sent home 
today with all the students that is an Expression of 
Interest to be part of the 
team for another great 
year. On the back is a list 
of numerous jobs that you 
may be able to help out 
with so please have a look 
and let us know. As the 
motto goes “Many hands 
make light work”. 
Congratulations and Thank you to the new Office 
Bearers that were elected this week at the P&C AGM. 
Once again Kim Bebbington and newly appointed 
Kristen Morris have stepped into the Vice President 
roles while Cait Harrison has accepted the Treasurer 
position and Suzanne Hymers has continued on in the 
Secretarial role. I, Megan Turner, have accepted and 
returned to the president’s position and am really 
excited and appreciative of the new interest and 
support being shown at meetings and via 
communication. Congratulations to the additional 11 
members who also stepped into executive roles. We 
can’t achieve much without the supportive team of 
people that take the time to be involved so thank you. 
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P&C Car Park Raffle and the 
Winner Is –   

BROOKE FOSTER 
Congratulations to Brooke, who has won the car park 
space for term 1. Thank you to everyone who 
supported our P&C Car Park Raffle. The park will be 
raffled off at the end of each term and will be available 
for parking for the lucky winner for the entirety of the 
following term. The space will be marked in the very 
near future to provide easy identification. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

School Banking 
School banking has started up again this year on 
Thursday Mornings before school in the undercover 
area. If you would like to participate, application packs 
can be found in the front office or just as easy head to 
your local Commonwealth Bank Branch and open your 
youth saver accounts directly. If you would like to view 
this year’s prizes please go to 
schoolbanking@cba.com.au . 
 Any enquiries please contact Kimberley Bebbington at 
kim@bebbington.com.au . 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Congratulations to last year’s Banking Competition 
winner Beau Edwards who received a large activity 
pack for his fantastic entry in ”My Super Saver 
Adventure”. Well done Beau (pictured above with 
Kimberley Bebbington). 
 
P&C Events 
Below I have attached term 1 events for the P&C. 
Please add the dates to your calendar and let us know 
if you wish to help with any. 
 
 
 

 
8 Feb – P&C AGM and General Meeting 8:45am 
22– 27 Feb – Letter Drop for Community event 
Early March Date TBA – Community Event 5pm – 7pm   
22 Mar – P&C General Meeting 8:45am 
31

 
Mar – School Disco 3:45pm – 7:30pm 

End of term Scholastics Book Club  
29 Mar -7 Apr – Raffle for VIP Car Park 
6 April – Free Dress Day 
 
Fun-A-rama is once again providing the P&C members 
with child care for our meeting durations for just $5 
per session. I would like to thank Sue and her team for 
the amazing ongoing support and in addition thanks 
Sue also for donating all the funds collected back to 
our P&C.  We are truly grateful and very appreciative, 
thank you.  Our next meeting will be held on 
Wednesday 22 March at 8:45am in the conference 
room. Look forward to seeing you all there 
Megan Turner 
P&C President 
megan@ttnpl.com.au 
 

 
Lakelands Primary School App 
 

We are encouraging 
families to download our 
School App.  Details to 
download the App are at 
the end of this newsletter.  

Notification of the school newsletter will also  be sent 
by the School App  
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Dental Information 
Golden Bay Dental Therapy Centre 
9 Thundelarra Drive 
GOLDEN BAY WA 6174 
PH: 9537 2619 
 
Opening Times: Monday – Friday 8.00am – 4.00pm 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
Community News 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

EXPRESSION OF INTEREST NETBALL 2017  
 
 

 
 
Netball season is fast approaching. We are able to put 
school teams in from Lakelands primary school. The 
only way we can make this happen is for parents to 
volunteer coaching and umpiring. If you are interested 
in getting involved please contact me for more 
information. Please email 
davyandtashgowild@yahoo.com  

 
Thank you 
Natasha Loisel  
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SCHOOL PHOTO DAY IS 
COMING! 

 
Dear Parents, 
 
Our school photo day is coming! Approximately two weeks prior to the photo day every student 
will receive a Kapture Photography order envelope to bring home. The recommended method of 
ordering your photos is online through Kapture’s website as your payment is secure and can be 
easily verified at any time. Alternatively you can pay by cash and return the provided envelope to 
the school on the photography day.  If you place your order online please return your envelope to 
the photographer on the day. 
 
You have the remainder of the current year to order, 5 days after photography a late fee will apply. 
Please check the website. 
 
You also have the option to order a sibling photo package online, however please be aware there 
may be a limited number of sibling orders that can be placed due to time constraints on photo day. 
We suggest you place your online sibling order the moment you receive your personalised 
envelopes.  
 

Refer to our website for your sibling closing date. Late requests cannot be granted. 
 
Kapture offer a money back guarantee for any parent who is not fully satisfied with their photo 
package. Should you have any queries before or after photo day, please direct them to the Kapture 
office on       9240 1714 or email enquiries@kapture.com.au. 
 

All students will be photographed individually on photo day for school administration records AS 
WELL as included in their class group photo available for purchase to all families. Should there be 
any reason why your child should NOT be included in the photo shoot –please contact the school 

office. 
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